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out many more points of interest and to show in what a masterly way 
they are dealt with. There is no other book which can take its place, 
and we feel confident that it will hold its Qwn for many years to come. 

The hook as it comes from the press is well gotten up, though, like 
almost all our American text-books, too heavy to be easily handled. 
The German edition, which contains nearly as many pages, is much 
lighter, and though the paper is thin, not too thin to be agreeable. 
Misprints are not numerous, but we have noted a few. The editor has 
translated the book with success, and it is for this reason that we regret 
to see such an awkward sentence as occurs on p. 417, as follows: “ If 
the cicatrix is circular and at about the middle of the stomach, forming 
the hour-glass stomach, or large, saccular dilatations may be formed, then 
it may happen that if for some reason lavage is performed later on, the 
remarkable phenomena may appear that the stomach apparently cannot 
be emptied.” 

The following quotation, with which it pleases us to close, might well 
have been adopted by Ewald as the motto for his own work. It cannot 
too often be impressed on the minds of students of this branch of medi¬ 
cine: “in fact, such terms as dyspepsia, indigestion, etc., are merely 
descriptive of a functional disturbance, but not of a distinct disease; 
and hence to-day we ought not to find a physician who considers a dis¬ 
turbance of digestion as a separate disease,” p. 193. II. A. 
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Tiie reader who is familiar with the earlier editions of this work will 
not need the assurance in the preface that the present one shows evi¬ 
dence of most careful revision. Not only has the author recognized and 
corrected many of the faults which called forth some sharp criticism in 
the past, but his Manual has lost much of the local coloring which made 
it objectionable to American readers, and has become what he says he 
has tried to make it, “ thoroughly cosmopolitan in character.” Indeed, 
his brethren on this side of the water may well be gratified at the hand¬ 
some recognition which he gives to their work—another proof of the 
power of science, and especially medical science, to overcome insular 
prejudice. 

This is such a compact work that we find it difficult to choose separate 
sections deserving of especial approbation. The forty-nine chapters form 
a natural sequence, though the arrangement of subject-matter is differ¬ 
ent from that with which we are familiar. The introductory chapters 
on Anatomy and Examination are followed by two on Minor Gyneco- 
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logical Operations. Some of the statements in the section on Intra¬ 
uterine Medication will hardly meet with general approval. 

The Disorders of Menstruation are exhaustively treated in Chapters 
VI. to VIII., inclusive, an excellent feature being the thorough consid¬ 
eration of the use of drugs. 

The chapters on Displacements (IX. to XIII.), including one hundred 
pages, show internal evidence of the author’s familiarity with the work 
of foreign surgeons. We are sorry to see that he retains a number of 
antique pessaries (especially those for the supposed relief of anterior 
displacement) which we hoped had long been banished from text-books. 
Zwanek’s abomination still appears, as well as a terrible instrument 
devised by Eouth. Neither <lo we regard with approval the commen¬ 
dation of the old bloody operation for the relief of anteflexion. The 
description of the various operations for the repair of lacerated per¬ 
ineum appears under the head of “ Prolapsus,” a unique and by no 
means pleasing arrangement. 

The chapter on Laceration of the Cervix is brief, and the descrip¬ 
tion of the operation not any too clear, but on the whole the author’s 
judgment of its value is quite fair. 

Chapter XVII., on Peri- and Parametritis, is a little old-fashioned, 
especially the attempt to establish a sharp line of difference between the 
two affections. We are sorry to see a separate chapter on Pelvic Hemor¬ 
rhage, which might lead the inexperienced to infer that it was a condi¬ 
tion rather than a symptom. Uterine Fibroids are thoroughly discussed 
(pages -‘>81 —41)0), the various radical operations being well described and 
illustrated. 

Separate chapters are devoted to Tuberculosis of the Uterus and to 
Deciduoma Malignum. Cancer of the uterus receives due attention, and 
the most recent operative technique is described. 

Diseases of the Ovaries and Tubes arc well handled in Chapters XXX. 
to XXXVII., inclusive, though the illustrations are timeworn. Due 
attention is paid to conservative operations on the adnexa, but we note 
with surprise the absence of any reference to the vaginal section for the 
removal of diseased ovaries and tubes. We would hardly regard the 
views of the American surgeon, quoted so largely on pages 615 to 617, 
as representing the present state of opinion of salpingo-odphorectomy in 
this country. 

Affections of the Bladder and Ureter are brought up to date, and 
there is also a chapter (XL!V.) on the Kidney, an innovation which we 
can hardly commend in view of the severe criticisms which have been 
heaped upon gynecologists for invading the territory of the general 
surgeon. The section of Diseases of the Rectum is more in place, and 
contains some useful hints on treatment. 

Chapters on Sterility, Gynecological Electrotherapeutics, and Mas¬ 
sage complete this excellent working-manual. We have endeavored to 
point out a few of its faults. Its virtues are not a few, chief among 
which are the condensation of a large amount of practical information 
in a short space without sacrifice of clearness, and the evident purpose 
of the author not to allow himself to be biased by local methods or 
opinions. More attention is paid to general and local medicinal treat¬ 
ment than is usual in modern text-books, with their strong surgical 
trend, and throughout the author writes from the standpoint of the 
general practitioner as well as from that of the specialist. H. C. C. 



